Art 212 Introduction to Photography (4)

Spring 2005

9:20am – 11:50am -Tuesdays /Thursdays

Colby Caldwell

Assistant Professor

Department of Arts and Letters

Office phone/room: x4249/ MH 144

Email: cdcaldwell@smcm.edu
Office Hours: M/W: 4:30pm – 5:30pm
Course description

This introduction course to photography will provide students with a basic overview of the black and white medium. Topics covered will include the fundamentals of film exposure and development, as well as control of the printing process through demonstrations, class projects and critiques. With this technical knowledge, students will learn to use the medium as a form of personal creative expression as well as a tool for cultural investigation. We will study how the tools of photographic image making have altered our understanding of reality. Questions asked will include: How has our conception of verity changed through the years? Are we as a society evolving from a textually based culture to an image based one? How can photography have both objective and subjective properties?
Course objectives

By the end of this class, you will be able to demonstrate a working knowledge of the technical properties inherent in the developing and printing of black and white wet-based photography.  Correctly exposing and contacting your negatives, as well as a proficient understanding of the wet darkroom and its properties, are the objectives of this introduction class.  You will also gain an overview of the history and conceptual underpinnings that define photography and also differentiate it from other mediums.

Grading

Attendance/Participation: 20% 

Quizzes/ assignments: 10%

Projects/Paper (3): 45% 

Final Project: 25% 

Readings

You will be required to buy Photography, by Bruce Warren which you will find in the bookstore.

There will be various online readings and handouts that you will be asked to explore and discuss.

CHECK BLACKBOARD ON MONDAYS FOR UPDATED POSTINGS

Open Lab Polices

There will be NO food or drink in the lab area at any time.  You are responsible for cleaning the lab before you leave.  Any evidence left for media services staff will result in lab closing. On Wednesdays, the Darkroom will be open from 12-6pm.  You will begin clean up at 5:30pm.  Out the door by 6pm.  On Sundays there will be a monitored open lab from 1-7pm.  There will be no other access to the darkroom other than class times and these open labs.  Make smart use of your time.  If it is reported that you did not vacate the lab when asked, the result will be a ban from all remaining open labs.  

There will more open labs as I schedule them.

Week 01: Getting Started

	Tuesday 01.18
	Thursday 01.20

	Presentation/Discussion 

Overview of class objectives

Go over class supplies

Why take a wet darkroom class? 

Readings:

Chapters 1 and 2 in Photography text
	MEET IN 306

Presentation/Discussion:

What is this medium?

Look at slide overview of photography

Readings:

Chapter 3, 4, and 5 in Photography book


Week 02: Getting Acquainted With Your Camera 

	Tuesday 01.25 
	Thursday 01.27

	Bring camera to class

Go over basics

Exposure = Shutter + Aperture

How can I gain control of my camera?

Assignment: Shoot one roll over the weekend: Keep shooting journal

Readings:

Continue: Chapter 3, 4, and 5 in Photography book
	CLASS CANCELLED/COLBY AWAY

SHOOTING DAY


Week 03: Film Developing Demo/Review

	Tuesday 02.01
	Thursday 02.03

	MEET IN MONTY

Presentation

Film Developing Demo

Group A: 9:30am

Group B: 10:40am

Reading:

Chapter 6 in Photography book

	Discussion

Review  Chapters 1 – 5 in Photography book

Open lab: continuing developing film

Reading:

Continue Chapter 6 in Photography book

Quiz

Turn in first roll of negatives


Week 04: Contact Printing

	Tuesday 02.08
	Thursday 02.10

	Intro to the Darkroom

Contact printing demo – Group A

Reading:

Chapter 7 in Photography book
	Intro to the Darkroom

Contact Printing Demo – Group B

Turn in first contacts


Week 05: Darkroom Overview

	Tuesday 02.15
	Thursday 02.17

	Understanding the Darkroom

1/2 class (B)

(Group A shooting/developing film)

Print Demo

Make your first work prints 
· Go over different Paper types

· Burning and Dodging

· Filters

         Filter assignment handout
handout Project_01: The Frame
	Understanding the Darkroom

1/2 class (A)

(Group B shooting/developing film)

Print Demo

Make your first work prints 
· Go over different Paper types

· Burning and Dodging

· Filters

Filter assignment handout
handout Project_01: The Frame


Week 06: Presentation of Project_01 / Contacts Due

	Tuesday 02.22
	Thursday 02.24

	Presentation/Discussion

Meet in 306

Slide Introduction to Ideas and

Possibilities for Project_01
Dry Mounting Demo

Review:

Chapter 6
Reading:

Chapter 7
	OPEN LAB 

Group( A)



Week 07: Open Lab

	Tuesday 03.01
	Thursday 03.03

	OPEN LAB
	OPEN LAB

 Group (B)


Week 08: Critique Of Project_01/ Presentation Of Project_02

	Tuesday 03.08
	Thursday 03.10

	Critique of Project_01

Start at 10:30am

Handout Project_02: The Portrait
Readings:

Chapters 9 and 10 in Photography + various handouts pertaining to the portrait.
	MEET IN 306 

Presentation about Project_02: The Portrait
Watch Documentary on Richard Avedon

Assign 3 page paper defining your interpretation of 

THE PORTRAIT (includes notated bibliography)


Week 09: SPRING BREAK

	Tuesday 03.15
	Thursday 03.17

	
	


Week 10: Presentation Of Project_03 / Open Lab

	Tuesday 03.22
	Thursday 03.24

	MEET IN 306

Presentation Of Project_03: Real/Unreal
Open Lab

Review  Chapters 9 and 10
	OPEN LAB


Week 11: Critique Of Project_02/Open Lab

	Tuesday 03.29
	Thursday 03.31

	Critique of Project_02
	OPEN LAB


Week 12: Open Lab

	Tuesday 04.05
	Thursday 04.07

	OPEN LAB

Group (A)
	OPEN LAB

Group (B)


Week 13: Open Lab / Critique Of Project_03

	Tuesday 04.12
	Thursday 04.14

	Critique of Project_03
 Hand out Final 

FILTER TEST DUE
	


Week 14: Introduction To Final Project / Open Lab

	Tuesday 04.19
	Thursday 04.21

	Meet with Colby to discuss FINAL

OPEN LAB

Turn in 3 page paper (THE PORTRAIT)
	OPEN LAB


Week 15: Final Projects Continued

	Tuesday 04.26
	Thursday 04.28

	OPEN LAB

ICES GIVEN
	OPEN LAB

TURN IN CONTACTS

Last Official class meeting


Week 16: Continue With Final Projects / Reading Day 

	Tuesday 05.03/FINALS
	Tuesday 05.05

	
	Reading Day




Open Lab Times:

There will be one monitored open lab time on Sundays from 

1pm – 7pm.
      Group A:




Group B:

1. __________________        1. _________________

2. ___________________  
2. _________________

3. ___________________
        3. _________________

4. ___________________

4. _________________

5. ___________________

5. _________________

6. ___________________

6. _________________

7. ___________________

7. _________________
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